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conditions without being cheated by unjust officials. Ah Mi had not
worked any harder than his father but prospered greatly because the
conditions of life were settled and the government administration
was good. These were things that Tai-cheong's young mind sensed
rather than formulated, but one of his recorded memories has the
freshness of a child's view:
"The old Honolulu post-office still stands out in my mind very clearly. I
looked upon it as a wonder house, for they told me that by merely stamping
and addressing a letter and dropping it into a box I could send it back to
China as speedily as a ship could go, without having to wait for weeks and
even months to find some emigrant to act as a personal messenger.**12
For many centuries the Chinese used a state courier service for
.official letters but ordinary letters were sent by private agencies
through shops. The service was so unreliable that it was usual to
write on the envelope a promise of further payment on delivery.
Obliging travelled often undertook the carriage of letters for others.
Sun was to spend most of his life amongst foreigners and here
in Honolulu he saw for the first time colour prejudice. American
boys regarded the Chinese with their long robes and queues as
"coloured" boys and despised them as much as they despised the
native Hawaiians. Tai-cheong found this intolerance hard to under-
stand for in his judgment the Hawaiians were gentle, straight-
forward and kind, virtues akin to the Jen of Confucian philosophy
which he learnt from his father in Choyhung; while the boisterous
Americans were rough, ill-mannered and even unscrupulous.13 He
never forgot an occasion when a westerner, meeting him on a country
road, shouted "Damn Chinaman" and "various other epithets".
When Tai-cheong realised the man was neither drunk nor insane but
merely expressing a general hatred of all Chinese, he was amazed.14
How different from the precept of Confucius, "Even when contact
is made with uncivilised peoples, kindly sympathy must not be
withheld!"
On July 27, 1882, King Kalakana, accompanied by the Dow-
ager Queen and Princess Liliuokalani, attended the breaking-up
ceremony at lolani. The sixteen-year-old Tai-cheong won the second
prize in English Grammar and received from the hands of His
Majesty the traditional English school prize of a well-bound book.
It was written in English and was about China.
The strong influence of the missionary boarding school naturally
led most of the pupils to baptism. All the Chinese at lolani with
Tai-cheong became Christians, some later being leaders in Honolulu